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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHéP’S HOUSE

Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Mobile: +919443281100 Phone: +91-4651-250633
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Ref. No. Priests/GR/132/2022

31 March 2022

Dear Readers,
Greetings from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

On 14 April 2022, we commemorate Holy Thursday. It is the
memorial ofthe Last Supper of Jesus Christ, when he established the
sacrament of Holy Communion prior to his arrest and crucifixion.
It also commemorates his institution of the priesthood. Except for
the resurrection on Easter, Holy Thursday is possibly one of the
most important, complex, and profound days of celebration in
the Catholic Church. Holy Thursday celebrates the institution of
the Eucharist as the true body and blood of Jesus Christ and the
institution of the sacrament of the priesthood.

On this occasion, as priests, it is a wonderful opportunity for us to
reflect briefly on the theme of priesthood. According to the Letter
to Hebrews, Christ offered the perfect obedience and made the
perfect self-sacrifice. This makes him the high priest to end all
high priests. Priesthood pertains first to Christ.

Yet elsewhere in the New Testament, like in the First Letter of
St Peter and in the book of Revelation, the people of God are
explicitly called priests, and priestly language is used of them in
various other places. St Paul asks the Roman Christians to present
their bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God,
which is their spiritual worship (Romans 12:1). The writer of the
First Letter of St Peter calls his hearers ‘a royal priesthood, a holy
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nation, God’s own people’ (1 Peter 2:9), echoing very clearly a
passage from Exodus: ‘Now therefore, if you obey my voice and
keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all
the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall be for
me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation’ (Exodus 19:5—-6a). Thus,
priesthood pertains second to the people of God or the Church.

In one place in the New Testament, the work of a kind of ‘minister’
is referred to as specifically ‘priestly.” In Romans, St Paul refers
to ‘the priestly service of the gospel of God’ (Romans 15:16). He
seems to be implying that the work of an evangelist is ‘priestly’
in a special way. The priesthood of the people of God is related
directly to Christ’s priesthood. The people of God are the body
of Christ, and in a sense continue Christ’s ministry in the world,
through the Holy Spirit. In that way, they share in his priesthood.
But what of the third type, the ordained priesthood?

It should be remembered that the Church has two basic types of
sacramental ordination: diaconal and priestly. They both make
people into sacraments, material means of encountering God,
and they do so for the building up of the Church. In Ephesians
4:7-16, St Paul describes the specific ministries in the Church as
‘ligaments’ which knit the body together.

Those who are ordained deacons reveal Christ through service:
they are sacraments of ‘Christ the servant,” making Christ’s
diaconal ministry present to the people of God so as to enable them
to realize their status as servants, both of the Gospel (Ephesians
3:7) and of each other (John 13:13—15). Those who are ordained
priests reveal Christ through priesthood: they are sacraments of
‘Christ the priest,” making Christ’s priestly ministry present to
the people of God so as to enable them to realize their status as
priests.
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The ordained priesthood is thus a link between the other two
types of priesthood, the priesthood of Christ and the priesthood of
the people of God. It is derived from the one and helps to realize
the other. At the consummation of the kingdom of God, when the
royal priesthood will be fully realized, there will be no need for
sacraments, including ordained priests.

The ordained priest, through being a sacrament of Christ’s
priesthood, enables the people of God to realize their priesthood.
The Eucharist is where these three types of priesthood come
together. The Eucharist is a liturgical anamnesis of Christ’s great
sacrifice, a liturgy that recalls it and makes its effects present.
These effects are the establishment of a new covenant and the
formation of anew people, a ‘kingdom of priests.’ In the Eucharist,
the people symbolically sacrifice themselves in the ‘gifts’ they
present at the offertory and they offer themselves as ‘a living
sacrifice’ for the coming week. In this way, the Eucharist aims to
unite their self-sacrifice with Christ’s, that is, to make them more
fully the priests they are called to be, and in so doing to build up
the Church.

As the function of the ordained priest is to enable and to encourage
the people to realize their priesthood, it is appropriate that the
ordained priest should preside at the liturgy where Christ’s self-
sacrifice is recalled, and where the people unite themselves to
this sacrifice, going out to live lives of self-sacrifice in the world.
The Eucharist sums up the purpose of the ordained priest, namely,
building up the Church.

Priesthood is not synonymous with leadership, and certainly
not with being an incumbent. A priest may have particular
responsibilities in one part of the Church, but whatever his job,
his role is to reveal Christ’s priesthood and build up the royal
priesthood of all Christian people.
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Priesthood is not unique to the clergy, but they have a key role.
They are to manifest Christ’s self-sacrifice and to elicit self-
sacrifice in the people they serve, looking forward to the day
‘when sacraments shall cease,” and they are no longer needed.

Let us remain with Jesus as he washed the feet of his disciples,
instituted the Priesthood and Holy Eucharist on this day. Through
the simple meal, consisting of bread and wine, he chooses to
remain with us forever. Let us listen attentively to the reflections
on Holy Thursday and help our people to grasp the importance of
this day so that we enter into the Easter Triduum meaningfully!

As 1 conclude this circular, let me remind you that we are still
in the holy season of Lent. We are called upon to spend these
days spiritually undertaking the disciplines prayer, fasting and
almsgiving in a meaningful way. Let us not lose the fervour
of this season and not deprive ourselves of the graces that this
holy season brings. During this period, even as we discipline
our bodies through self-denial and fasting, let us give emphasis
on embodying the values we preach. Let us emphasize on God’s
love, and how we need to embody this love in our own ministries.
Love consists not in limiting God by our human equations of
love, but by allowing God’s infinite love to utterly redefine our
own. Let us also prepare ourselves to enter into the holiest week
in the Catholic Calendar with the celebration of the Palm Sunday
on 10 April 2022. May the commemoration of the passion, death
and resurrection of Jesus enable us to become shepherds after the
heart of the Good Shepherd who willingly laid down his life for
his sheep!.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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FEASTDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - APRIL - 2022
Bishop Mar George Rajendran sdb 24
Fr. Geo Choozhikunnel 24
Fr. Jipson Chully MCBS 24
Fr. Rony Peedikakal MCBS 24
Fr. Sinoy Panackachalil MCBS 24
Fr. Sumesh Velliyamthadathil 24
Fr. John Paul 27
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Bishop George Rajendran SDB BISHéP’S HOUSE
Diocese of Thuckalay P.B. No. 12, Thuckalay P.O.
Kanyakumari District

Tamilnadu - 629175, India

Mobile: +919443281100 Phone: +91-4651-250633
Email:  bpgeorgerajendran@gmail.com Diocese Email: thuckalaydiocese@yahoo.com

Prot. No. 05/2020

DECREE

Having made due consultations and taking into consideration the
requirement according to the ‘Guidelines of Safe Environment
Programme for Church Personnel connected to Institutions where
Minors and Vulnerable Adults are given particular Care’ by the
Syro-Malabar Bishops’ Synod and as per decree Prot. No. 0298/2019
dated 6 February 2019 of the Syro-Malabar Major Archbishop,
and as provided in the Diocesan Rules for the Constitution of Safe
Environment Committee, [, in my capacity of the bishop of the Syro-
Malabar Catholic Diocese of Thuckalay, hereby establish the office
of the Diocesan Safe Environment Director (DSED) and constitute
the Safe Environment Committee (SEC) with effect from 09-03-
2020. It is further decreed that as specified in the Rules DSED and
the DSEC are the sole authority, unless expressly provided, that has
the jurisdiction over the complaints within the diocese of Thuckalay
against Church personnel. All complaints of sexual and other abuses
of minors and vulnerable adults against Church personnel shall
be addressed to DSED. This, however, is not applicable wherever
similar structure is mandatory according to the norms of the state or
central governments.

Given from the office of the bishop of the Syro-Malabar Catholic
Diocese of Thuckalay on 05-03-2020.

T Mar George Rajendran SDB

Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Thuckalay
Fr. Thomas Sathianesan
Chancellor
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DIOCESAN LEVEL BIBLE QUIZ FOR STUDENTS-2021-2022 RESULT
STD V: BOYS :
l.  Jeshwin S (23/25) Soosaipuram
Il. John Fradrick (20/25) Kiliyoor
l. Anto S Raj (18/25) Mezhacode
STD V: GIRLS
Mary Jensiha .C, (19/25) Palappallam

l. Ancika M, (1825), Soosaipuram
Il. Shanika A, (17/25), Paraicode
STD VI BOYS :

l.  Venze Rojar MB, (22/25), Soosaipuram
l. Jan David, (21/25), Manjalumoodu
ll. Gibson George, (20/25), Nagercoil
Il. Remmingdon Shonic SA, (20/25), Thackalivilai
STD VI GIRLS :
Asina Rexcy R, (21/25), Soosaipuram
l.  Reshma S Poovattil, (20/25) Thuckalay
Il. Aashlin V, (19/25), Mukkuttukal
STD VI: BOYS :
Jjo, RM, (19/25), Vayalinkarai
l. Jeno, J.A., (17/2), Pallkonam
Il. Abishek S, (15/25), Kaliyal
STD VII: GIRLS :
Pradeepa V, (18/25), Cheenivilai
Varsha V, (18/25), Nagercolil
Dona Chris CG, (16/25), Nithiravilai
Benitta John P.A, (16/25), Soosaipuram
Il. Abhina J. Sajan, (15/25), Mezhacode
. Joylin Benila, (15/25), Mangarai
Il. Jerisha ), (15/25), Kattathurai
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STD
l.

[
STD

STD

STD

STD

VIIl: BOYS :

Abhinesh  AK, (19/25), Thuckalay
Alin Jino RV. (17/25), Nithiravilai
Vince Feo, VL, (17/25), Vayalinkarai
Joe Miraclin M, (16/25), Neethipuram
. Ashwin )V, (16/25), Varuthattu

VIIl: GIRLS :

Alfin Sinica ), (23/25), Palapallam
Jebisha J, (19/25), Vayalinkarai
Alphy AS. (17/25), Thuckalay
Ashika R. (17/25), Annikkarai
Prathisha R. (17/25), Fathimapuram
Shalima S. (17/25), Malaicode

Ashlin Femi C, (17/25), Muzhucode
Bincy, B, (17/25), Arukany

IX: BOYS :

Stebin SC, (19/25), Mukkuttukal
Ashikan M, (15/25), Kattathuraii
Kishan, V, (14/25), Pilankarai

IX: GIRLS :

Ajaysha Daffini D, (22/25), Fathimapuram
Babisha SH, (19/25), Nithiravilai

. Ashika M, (19/25), Mangarai
II.
Ii.

Asmitha, ), (17/25), Neethipuram
Remitha, RA, (17/25), Killiyoor
X: BOYS :

Bershey R, (22/25), Mangarai
Akhilesh RV, (20/25), Varuthattu
Kishore, A, (18/25), Pilankarai
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X: GIRLS

Jeflin GV, (25/25), Palapallam

Berhika IK, (22/25), Nithiravilai

Abina VG, (21/25), Vayalinkarai

Sinchu SR, (21/25), Marappady

Jincy JS, (21/25), Netta

Xl: BOYS :

Pavith Raj PL, (17/25), Padanthalumoodu
Jaison A, (12/25), Kattathurai

Sajish, S, (12/25), Pathukany

Abin MR, (11/25), Mukkuttukal

Jobin DA, (11/25), Manjalumoodu
XI: GIRLS

Abi CM, (24/25), Vayalinkarai

Abina RS, (20/25), Padanthalumoodu
Ashlin Jenifer R, (19/25), Muzhucode
Abina VR, (19/25), Varuthattu

Xll: BOYS :

Johnus M Kumar, (12/25), Vayalinkarai
Abinesh A, (11/25), Paraicode

Abin Joyal T, (10/25), Soosaipuram
Allen Scariah Francis, (10/25), Nagercoil
Xll: GIRLS :

Bercy JP, R, (16/20), Paraicode

Sanchu SR, (16/20), Marappady
Aswini, R, (15/20), Mangarai

Jomol JC, (15/20), Vayalinkarai

Nivetha GV, (15/20), Mukkuttukal
Ashlin Neha S, (14/20), Munchirai

Jerlin Jenika ), (14/20), Palapallam

Qg &
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BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS- APRIL - 2022

Fr. Antony Madapurackal 01
Fr. Abin Poovathumoottil 01
Fr. Vinu D. Joseph 02
Fr. Jimmy Thekkekadumathil 04
Fr. Ajeesh Attiyil 08
Fr. Josy Puthenpurayil 14
Bishop George Rajendran sdb 14
Fr. Dency Mundunadackal 14
Fr. Thomas Thekkethala CMI 15
Fr. Jacob Aiyammathra 24
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS APRIL 2022

DAT DAY TIME EVENTS

Soosaipuram:  Alphonsa  College
Meeting

SABS: Holy Qurbana and Synaxis
Orientation class

Virudhanagar: Blessing of St Joseph's
church

Sangamam: Priests conference

1 Fri 11.00 am

2  Sat 07.00 am

3  Sun 10.00 am

4 M 10.00 am
on _ .
06.00 pm Sa‘ng-amarn. Catechism  promoters
meeting
Soosaipuram: Seminar at Alphonsa

06.00 pm Sangamam: Meeting with Major
Seminary Brothers

Bishop’s House: Curia Meeting |
Project meeting

Online: Major Archiepiscopal Assembly
meeting

Marthandam: 25 years Requiem Holy
08.00 am  Qurbana

5 Tue

6 Wed 10.00 am

7 Thu 10.30 am

8 Fri
05.00 pm  Bishop’s House: Bishop’s Recollection
(Online)
KKSSS: Felicitation to Newly elected
02.30 pm  ward members
9 Sat .
06.30 pm  Marthandam: The Passion: Sound and
light play
07.00 am  Thakkalivilai: Palm Sunday and
10 Sun

10.00 am Blessing of renovated Madubaha

Sangamam: Vestition and Minor Orders
11 Mon 06.30 pm . . '
Bishop’s House: Meeting with Fathers

10.00 am  Bishop’s House: Meeting with Fathers

12  Tue

05.00 pm  Varuthattu: Diaconate Ordination
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DAT DAY TIME EVENTS
Kalluvilai: Priests and Religious
13 Wed  09.30 am Recollection| Priesthood day Holy
Qurbana
14 Thu 05.00 pm Thirunelveli: Holy Thursday Holy
Qurbana
5 = 07.00 am Manjalumoodu: Good Friday Liturgy
ri
02.00 pm Karode: Way of the Cross
16 Sat 10.00 pm Malaicode: Easter Holy Qurbana
17 Sun 04.00 pm EASTER SUNDAY
18 Mon Recollection
19 Tue Recollection
09.30 am Annikarai: Priestly Ordination of Dn.
20 Wed Josemon Paul
06.00 pm Palapallam: Marriage Reception
21 Thu 03.00pm  Kumaragam: Marriage Holy Qurbana
22 Fri 10.00am  Thenkasi: Missionaries Meet
Padanthalumoodu: Priestly Ordination
23 Sat  02.30 pm of Dn. Mahesh
09.00 am Karode: First Holy Communion Holy
24 Sun Qurbana
U0 g Munchirai: Golden Jubilee Holy Qurbana
10.00 am  Sangamam: Priest’s Conference
25 Mon 06.00 pm Thirumoolanagar: Feast day Vespers

>>Qotty
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DAT DAY TIME EVENTS

Ootty: TNBC Health Commission

B T DR <. crcorics meeting >>Changanassery

Edathuva: Feast day Holy Qur-

27 Wed  09.00 am bana>>Thuckalay

Azhagiamandabam: FCC Jubilee and
10.30 am final profession

28 Thu '
04.00 pm Ampoori: Feast day Holy Qurbana and
Parish day Celebration
10.00 am Soosalpgram: St Alphonsa College
29 Fri Graduation day
05.00 pm

Nagercoil>> Chennai

30 Sat 04.00 pm Chennai

Rev. Fr. Robin Jose, Bishop’s Secretary
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SLOPBTH 2w Guremeuudsr Hemevounnd UssTHY 6ubs, LoHIeNT
L Gumuiy Cgd@ per_eoofl  umiysmd  wmHmid @Jmmg’;g,mﬁmm'ﬂ,%
L Qehis oLl () Dpwi Cs@ BEBTGOT G Cwimfleor ussllé s
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SMYM (TYES), Life Orientation & Career Guidance,
Manjalumoodu, 08.03.2022

St. Joseph’s Feast, St. George Mission Parish, Anayadi, 19.03.2022

Kuzhandai Iso Iyakkam, St. Joseph’s Feast & Meeting, 20.03.2022



For Private Circulation Only

IRAI ARUL, The Official Organ of the Diocese of Thuckalay
Published by: Fr. Joseph Santhosh for the Diocese of Thuckalay,
Bishop’s House, Post Box No. 12, Thuckalay - 629175
Printed at: Pulari Offset Press, Thuckalay 629175, Ph. 04651-252570



