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Bef. Mo, Priests/GR/89/2018
Diears,

Greetings from Bishop's House,
Thuckslay! | am sure you had a
meaningful celebration of Christ-
mas in your respective setmings.
We have just entering a new year.
Let me greet you, dear Fathers, 3
grace-filled New Year. May you ex-
perience God's choicest blessings
throughout the year 20151

Liturgically, the Syro-Malabar
Church keeps the feast of Denha
on & January and the Mission
Week from & January to 12 Janu-
ary 2019, Denha is & Syrisc word
which means dawn or sunrise. Lat-
irr Church uses the term Epiphany,
originating from Gresk and means
Appearance. Denha refers to the
public manifestation of the Holy
Trinity at the Baptsm of lesus,
where God the Father testified Je-
sus as the Son of God and the Holy
Spirit descended upon Jesus in the
form of & dove (Cf Mt 3:17: Mk
1:11; Lk 3:22). Thus the Holy Trin-
ity is revealed to the world, so also
lesus as the Incarnate Son of God.

Denha is the feast of the great
revelation of lesus as the light of
the world. Jesus is the real Sun that
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31 December 2013
dawned in the world through Incar-
nation. During the hidden life of le-
sus in Mazareth, the public did not
recognize Him as the real Sun who
illuminates the whole of humanity.
He was manifested to the public by
God the Father at His Baptsm as
we have seen above,

Zachariah, father of lohn the
Baptist, prophesied “_when the
day shall dawn upon us from on
high to give light o those who =it
in darkness and in the shadow of
death to guide our feet into the way
of peace” (Lk.1:76-79). 5t Ephrem
(+373) has  written extensively
about the coming of the saviour
in terms of new dawn or sunrise.
According to him Mary's concep-
tion was on April 10, and Jesus’
birth was on January 6. During this
fime there had no great difference
between the feast of Natvity and
the feast of Denha and he wrote
a hymn about it, enttled Hymnon
the MNatvity. Narsal wrote a mem-
ra about the Denha of lesus under
the title “The Hymn of the Denha
of the Lord"

As you are well aware, the
members of the Syro-Malabar



Church celebrate Denha in two
ways — as Pindiperunnal, which
means banana trunk feast or as
Rakkuliperunal, which means feast
with a night bath.

In northern regions of Kerala
like Thrissur, the feast of Denha is
popular as Pindiperunnal. On the
previous night of Denha, & deco-
rated plantain trunk is erected in
front of houses with many torches
attached to it. The family members
go around it singing a Syriac hymn
“El Paiya,” which means “God is
light” Special dishes are also pre-
pared during this time. Special
prayers conducted in the churches.

In southern areas like Pala, this
feast is popular as Rakkuliperunal
— feast with night-bath in river. In
imitation of lesus’ Baptism, peo-
ple used to perform a ritual bath
in nearby ponds or rivers singing
psalms and other religious hymns
on the previous night (ravu) of the
feast of Denha.

Similar customs are found in
other eastern Churches too. In the
Coptic Church Denha was celebrat-
ed on the banks of river Nile, in the
first millennivm. Russian Orthodox
Christians too keep similar practic-
s, Priest blesses the water, as sym-
bolic reminder of the purification of
all water sources by the baptsm of
lesus, At the end of the ceremony,
people would jump into the water

a5 a symbolic ritual of purification
and a reminder of the baptsm of
lesus and their cwn.

Itis important to recognise that
both the forms of celebrations re-
fer to the great presence and ac-
fion of God in fesus. The season of
Denha - Manifestation - also begins
with the feast of Denha. And the
prayers and readings refer to the
public ministry of lesus, Let us cele-
brate this feast in a worthy manner
with our people,

The Fridays of this period are
the commemoration days of the
saints who bore witness to the
mystery of revelation, These holy
Fathers are the cornerstones on
which is founded the withessing
value of Christ in this world. In this
Friday-memaorial, St lohn the Bap-
fist, Apostles Peter and Paul, the
Bwvangelists, 5t Stephan the first
martyr, the Greek Doctors, the Syr-
ian Doctors, the Patron Saint of the
Church and all the Departed are re-
membered in this order according
to the number of the weeks, Thus,
the following Friday commemora-
fions perfectly cope with the spirit
of the season

Regarding the missionary week
or preshithavaaram, our beloved
Cardinal Mar George Alencherry,
Major Archbishop of Syro-Mal-
abar Catholic Church says: “We
recognize that the vocation of the
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Church is'to be a missionary and we
hiave to rekindle the embers of our
apostolic zeal. We have to contin-
ue our prayers for the showering
of the gifts of the Holy Spirit on the
Church as well as on us” According
to him, the youth is the hope of the
Church. She wants o appropriate
the special talents of the Youth like
their imagination and creativity for
the missionary apostolate of the
Church, This mission week should
help to increase missionaries in
our Church and to help those mis-
sionaries who are working in the
miissions to do their ministries with
full dedication. We celebrate the
mission week especially to respect,
honour and remember the love of
the martyrs who gave their life for
their mission,

For St Johin Paul |1, being essen-
tially missionary does not mean
merely that the Church has a uni-
versal mission to all humanity. In-
stead, it meansthat in her constitu-
tive reality, in her soul, and thus it
could be said in her very psycholo-
gy, she possesses a dynamism that
concretely unfolds in preaching
the Gospel, in spreading the faith
and in calling to conversion. This
interior drive, intimately linked to
her mission, comes from the Holy
Spirit and is therefore part of her
mystery. The dynamism that comes
from it is thus expressed as a dis-
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tinctive characteristic of the whole
Church, This is shown in a concrete
and effective way especially in
those who, starting with the apos-
tles, go to regions far from their
land for the sake of the Gospel.

The Pope acknowledges the
fact that all the members within
the Church are not called upon to
go to the mission lands. Even if all
are not called personally to go to
the mission lands, each one in the
Church and with the Church has
the task of spreading the light of
the Gospel, according to the saving
mission passed on by the Redeem-
ar to the ecclesial community. In-
dead, all are called to cooperate in
this mission.

In the last decades, Syro-Mal-
abar Church has recognized this
truth and has been sending mis-
sionaries to different parts of the
world., The missionary Eparchies,
beginning with Chanda established
on 31 March 1962, have played
great role in spreading the mes-
sage of Jesus Christ. Our Eparchy
too was originally begun as a mis-
sion territory of the Archdiocese
of Changanassery. Two years ago,
Pope Francis extended the territory
of our Eparchy asking us to spread
the message of Christ that we have
received from the missionaries to
the wider population within the
State of Tamilnadu, We have al-



ready begun our missions in Madu-
rai and Tirunelvell. | am sure in this
Mew Year we will be ahle to expand
our missionary work to other parts
of our State.

Henee, it is our duty to encour-
age our people and mission league
children to becorme part of this mis-
sion of the Church, The Syro-Mala-
bar mission week that we are going
to celebrate in our diocese is on S
and & January 2019 should become
a launching pad for our mission-
ary activiies in the newly added
territories. | invite all of you, dear
Fathers, to encourage our people
to become part of this verture by
contributing their mite in ways that
are possible 1o them en that we can

b

be faithful to our mission.
COMNCLUSION

We have just celebrated the
birth of lesus. Let the Christras
wish of our Holy Father Pope Fran-
cis ring in our ears as we conclude
the celebration of Christmas. “May
the little child whom we contem-
plate today in the manger, in the
cold of the night, watch over all the
children of the world, and svery
frail, vulnerable and discarded per-
son.. May all of us receive peace
and consolation from the birth of
the Saviour and, in the knowledge
that we are loved by the one heav-
enly Father, realize anew that we
are brothers and sisters and come
to live as suchl!”

Yours in Christ Jesus,

R

George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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BIRTHDAYS & FEASTDAYS OF REVY FATHERS

BIRTHDAYS - JANUARY

Rev. Fr. Anto Prabin CMI 01

Rev. Fr. Chacko Basil CMI o7

Rev. Fr. Ajin Jose 17

Rev. Fr. Saji Elembasserril 17

Rev. Fr. Luka Kollamparampil CMI 17
| Rev. Pr. Toji Parampilparampil 18

Rev. Fr. Sumesh Valliyamthadathil 18

Rev. I'r. Sanil Panthichirackal 20

Rev. Fr. Printo Kurias 21

Rev. Fr. Antony Chundelikkatt 24

Rev. Fr. Lijo Thekkel 24

Rev. Fr. Geo Choozhikunnel 26
' Rev. Fr. Jomon Mangalamadom 26

Rev. Fr. Sanil Panthichirackal 03

Rev. Fr. lohnsilal Arackaparampil " 03

Rew. Fr. Davis Karukappally CMI

Rev. Fr. lustin Cheruvelil

Rev. Fr. Mijo Puthenpurayil

Rewv. Fr. Robin Kurumullil =

Rev. Fr. S5am Puthuparamgil €M

Rev. Fr. Sebi Manimalakandathil
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BISHOP'S ENCAGCEMENTS JANUARY 2019

DAT | DAY TIME EVENTS
1 |Tue 9.30-4 Arukani Forane: Meeting Rev. Fathers of Diocese
9.30-4 Arukani Forane: Meeting Rev. Fathers of Diocese

2 | Wed
0630 pm | Thuckalay CMC : Holy Qurbana
09-03 pm  Bishop's House: Ad Limina report meeting
R 05.00 pm:  Thadikkarakonam : Altar Blessing
S 8.30-4 Manjalu. Forane: Meeting Rev. Fathers of Diocese
i

|
]
|
|
{
‘|
0430 pm | Kazhuvanthittai @ School Annual Day |
5 |5at [1100am Thottakadu, Chy: Marriage Holy Qurbana ;
f Sun - Changanasserny t

1

|

|

7-1B | Mon - Kakkanadu: Synod
13 | sat 10.00 am  Kzlioor: Death Anniversary Holy Qurbana
20 | 5un - == Madurai

21-22 | Mon = Madurai : TNBC |
23 | Wed Bishop's House 1

24 |Thu |'10.00am Kanyakumari: School Annual Day

= 10.00am Bishop's House: Financial Review Meeting
rn |
0500 pmi | Christurajapuram: 5chool Annual Day

0B.00am Bishop's House: Mesting with Rev. Fr. Koottummel
26 | 5at 10:00am  Mukkuttukal: Home Day at Minor Seminary

D4 30 pm | Paruthivilai: silver Jubilee of Santhi Nilzyam

27 | 5un | D6.00 am Madathattuvilait Holy Qurbana

28 | Mon - Picnic with Rev. Fathers of Diocese

0230 am Sangamam: Priests” Conference .
29 | Tue 1
06.00 pm  Arukani : Holy Qurbana, 5H Convent
1030 am Thoothukudy: Marriage Holy Qurbana
04.00 pm  Shenkottai: Mission Visit

31 |Thu | B2.30-4& Meeting Rev. Fathers of Diocese
0630 pm  Mukkuttukal * Minor Seminary

Fr.52jzn Mettaponghu/Bishop's Secretary

30 | Wed

a4 | Eenpumen
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Christmas Celebration at Shenkortai 16.12.2018
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