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Ref. No. Priests/GR/82/2018
Dears,

Loving greetings from Chicago,
USA! My mission appeal on behalf
of our Eparchy is going on well and
| am able to meet some of the Sy-
ro-Malabar communities in the US.
| request your continued prayers
for the success of my mission.

We are entering the month of
June, a month dedicated to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. In this Circu-
lar Letter, | want to share with you
some thoughts on the need to in-
culcate filial devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. In the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, we read: “[Je-
sus] has loved us all with a human
heart. For this reason, the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, pierced by our sins
and for our salvation, is quite right-
ly considered the chief sign and
symbol of that... love with which
the divine Redeemer continual-
ly loves the eternal Father and all
human beings’ without exception”
(#478).

To appreciate the rich symbol-
ism of the heart, we must remem-
ber that in Judaism the word heart
represented the core of the person.
While recognized as the principle
life organ, the heart was also con-
sidered the centre of all spiritual ac-
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tivity. Here was the seat of all emo-
tion, especially love. As the psalms
express, God speaks to a person
in his heart and there probes him.
This notion of the heart is clear
when we read Deuteronomy 6:5-6:
“Therefore, you shall love the Lord,
your God, with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your
strength. Take to heart these words
which | enjoin on you today.”

The heart has even greater
depth when contemplated in the
light of incarnation. We believe that
Jesus Christ, second person of the
Holy Trinity and consubstantial with
the Father, entered this world tak-
ing on our human flesh - true God
became also true man. While Jesus’
heart obviously served a physiolog-
ical function, spiritually his Sacred
Heart also represents love: the di-
vine love Our Lord shares with the
Father and Holy Spirit in the Trinity;
the perfect, divine love which God
has for us; and the genuine human
love Christ felt in his human nature.
One of the most consoling passag-
es of the Gospels is the invitation
of Jesus: “Come to me, all you who
are weary and find life burden-
some, and | will refresh you. Take
my yoke upon your shoulders and



learn from me, for | am gentle and
humble of heart. Your souls will
find rest, for my yoke is easy and
my burden light” (Matthew 11:28-
30). Therefore, while meditating on
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we are
called upon to share in the love of
Jesus and strive to express our own
genuine love for God, for ourselves
and for our neighbours.

Throughout the Gospels, we see
the outpouring of Jesus’ love from
his heart, whether in the miracle
stories or in the incidents of rec-
onciliation of sinners or in his com-
passion for the grieving. Even on
the cross, Jesus poured out his love
for us. When the soldier’s lance
pierced his side, blood and water
flowed out (John 19:34). Accord-
ing to St Bonaventure, the Church
was born from the wounded side of
the Lord with the blood and water
representing the Sacraments of the
Holy Eucharist and Baptism.

The early Church Fathers clear-
ly cherished this meaning of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. St Justin the
Martyr, in his Dialogue with the Jew
Trypho, said: “We Christians are
the true Israel which springs from
Christ, for we are carved out of his
heart as from a rock.” Likewise, St
Irenaeus of Lyons said: “The Church
is the fountain of the living water
that flows to us from the Heart of
Christ.” St Paulinus of Nola in his
Letters wrote: “John, who rested
blissfully on the breast of our Lord,

was inebriated with the Holy Spirit,
from the Heart of all creating Wis-
dom he quaffed an understanding
which transcends that of any crea-
ture.” Although these are just a
few brief examples from the times
of the early Church, we find a pro-
found respect for the Sacred Heart
of Jesus as a font of his love, which
gave birth to the Church and con-
tinues to nourish its members.

The devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus continued to grow
during the Middles Ages. In 1353,
Pope Innocent VI instituted a Mass
honouring the mystery of the Sa-
cred Heart. During the age of the
Protestant movement, devotion
to the Sacred Heart was practised
in the hope of restoring peace to a
world shattered by political and re-
ligious persecution.

Shortly thereafter, the devo-
tion escalated due to the fervour
surrounding the apparitions of our
Lord to St Margaret Mary Alacoque
(1647-90). On 27 December 1673,
Jesus revealed to her: “My Divine
Heart is so passionately inflamed
with love... that, not being able any
longer to contain within Itself the
flames of Its ardent charity, It must
let them spread abroad through
your means, and manifest Itself to
man, that they may be enriched
with Its precious treasures which |
unfold to you, and which contain
the sanctifying and salutary grac-
es that are necessary to hold them
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back from the abyss of ruin.” The
four apparitions provided the cat-
alyst for the promotion of the de-
votion to the Sacred Heart. A feast
day in honour of the Sacred Heart
was instituted. The practice of at-
tending mass and receiving Holy
Communion on nine consecutive
first Fridays of the month became
popular.

In 1899, Pope Leo Xlll consecrat-
ed the world to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. Since then, his successors
have exhorted the faithful to turn
to the Sacred Heart and make acts
of personal consecration. They
have also requested the faithful to
offer prayers and penances to the
Sacred Heart in reparation for the
many sins of the world. Consider-
ing our present day and age, the
temptations and sins of this world,
the growing apathy and secular-
ism, we too should turn again in
loving devotion to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus and ask him to pour forth
his grace. We must strive to make
our hearts like his own, for he said,
“Blessed are the pure of heart, for
they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8).

During this month dedicated
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, let
us make every effort to promote
various popular devotions to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus among our
people. Let us also pray earnestly
to the Heart of Jesus for more vo-
cations to priestly and religious life
in our Eparchy.
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CONCLUSION

Today we celebrate the feast
of the Visitation of our Blessed
Mother to St Elizabeth. Narrating
this incident, St Luke tells us that
Mary “went with haste” (Lk 1:39)
to meet St Elizabeth. This anxiety
to visit her cousin indicates her
wish to be of assistance to her
during her pregnancy, but above all
her desire to rejoice with her at a
time when salvation has come to
her. In Mary’s visitation, we find
fulfilment of the hopes and expec-
tations of the humble, God-fearing
people who were awaiting the ful-
filment of the prophetic promises.
Like Mary, we too are called upon,
as pastors of souls, to make fre-
guent visits to our people in order
to bring them the salvation that
Our Lord has wrought for us. Let us
ask our heavenly mother to come
to our aid in moments of problems
and anxieties.

With my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,

+George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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BIRTHDAYS OF REV FATHERS - June

BIRTHDAYS
Fr. Anil Raj Dominic
Fr. Johnsilal Arackaparampil
Fr. Justin Cheruvelil
Fr. Anoop Karingadu MCBS
Fr. Clement Rockey
Fr. Prince Puthenchira MCBS
Fr. Sajan Nettaponghu
Fr. Reju Puthuparampil MCBS
Fr. Mijo Puthenpurayil

SIHLBHMS Fealed LbHFnes60,
BWsE BT
JUNE FEASTDAYS
02 01 Fr.Justin Sutheesh
03
04 13 Fr. AntonylJose
13
15 | 13 Fr. Antony Chundelikkatt
18
21 13 Fr. Anto Prabin CMI
23
25 13 Fr. Antony Madapurackal CMI
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Class X Results 2018
Name Appeared | Passed | Highest
John Paul Il Kulasekaram- SABS 36 36 482
St. Alphonsa, Nagercoil 208 208 496
St. Michael's, Kattathurai- FCC 60 60 486
Jaya Matha, Christurajapuram 28 28 475
Sacred Heart, Padanthalumoodu 129 129 488
APJM HSS, Soosaipuram 72 72 487
St. Joseph's School, Panpoli-MCBS 119 119 490
Carmel Matha, Kanyakumari-CMC 109 104 483
Carmel Jyothi, Colechal- CMC 51 51 485
Mount Carmel, Muzhucode- CMC 62 62 483
\l\//;a;[]tl\:é:tivukatt Meml. High School, 49 49 462
St. James High School, Mankarai 66 66 477
Holy Family, Mukkootukal 62 62 454
Pulari Matric School, Puthur 06 06 454
St Joseph's Pilankalai-CMI 60 59 433
St. Mary's, Kaliyal- CMI 129 127 470
St Thomas, Netta- CMI 16 16 464
Holy Family HS Arukany 27 27 445
Class Xll Results 2018
Name Appeared | Passed | Highest
St. Alphonsa, Nagercaoil 314 313 1174
Sacred Heart, Padanthalumoodu 125 123 1145
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St. Joseph’s Matric, Panpoli MCBS 80 80 1140
APJM HSS, Soosaipuram 96 96 1134
St. Mary's, Kaliyal CMI 198 191 1129
Carmel Matha, Kanyakumari CMC 58 58 1040
Carmel Jyothi, Colechal- CMC 26 26 1069
Holy Family, Mukkootukal 69 69 1043
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MANJALUMOODU, KURUSADI
BLESSING - 01.05.2018

TCYM, LEADERS TRAINING - 26.05.2018
Padanthalumoodu

ACRC, 6th NATIONAL SEMINAR - 08-10.05.2018
SANGAMAM



ORGAN DONATION WORKSHOP, KKSSS - 19.05.2018
KALLUVILAI




