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Dear Readers,
Greetings from Houston, Texas

I write to you as I conclude a month-long visit to the United States
of America, where I met the benefactors, friends, and well-wishers
of our Eparchy.

Everyone received me with great warmth. Many of our own Syro-
malabar people from Kerala, now settled in America, welcomed me
into their homes. More than once, they asked about the priest who
baptised them, prepared them for First Holy Communion, or blessed
their marriage. They remember the priests who formed them. It
reminded me how deep and lasting a priest’s influence can be, often
far beyond what we see in our daily ministry.

I also met benefactors who support our seminarians, our schools, our
care for the poor, and our mission works, many of whom have never
seen Thuckalay. I thanked them on behalf of each of you and assured
them of our prayers. I ask each of you to remember our benefactors,
living and departed, at the Holy Qurbana this month, and to keep
alive in your parishes a spirit of gratitude toward those who help us.

In particular, I met many benefactors and friends who are helping us
build our new Cathedral. They have embraced this project as their
own, and several expressed their joy at sharing in the mother church
of our Eparchy. The Cathedral will be a sign of the unity of our local
Church around the altar and a home of prayer for generations to
come. [ ask you to remember these benefactors and friends by name
in your prayers, to offer the Holy Qurbana for their intentions, and
to keep our people informed and involved, so that every parish may
feel that the Cathedral is truly theirs.

Pope Leo XIV and the Month of the Holy Rosary
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The Church dedicates October to the Holy Rosary, and on 7 October
we keep the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. This year the month
comes to us with a special call from the Successor of Peter himself.

From 25 to 28 September 2026, our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV,
made an Apostolic Journey to France. He prayed at the restored
Cathedral of Notre-Dame in Paris, spoke at UNESCO on human
dignity in the age of artificial intelligence, and concluded his visit
in Metz. The heart of the journey, however, was his pilgrimage on
Sunday, 27 September, to the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes,
where the Immaculate Virgin appeared eighteen times in 1858 to the
poor fourteen-year-old girl Saint Bernadette Soubirous at the Grotto
of Massabielle.

At Lourdes, the Holy Father met the bishops of France, celebrated
the Holy Eucharist with about 150,000 pilgrims, met about 5,000
sick people and their caregivers, and, in the evening, led the great
candlelight Rosary procession. He came, as he said, “a pilgrim
among pilgrims.” I wish to share with you the heart of what he
taught there, because it speaks directly to us as priests and shepherds
of our people.

Mary, Mother of priests. In the candlelight procession, the Pope
walked behind the statue of Our Lady, a candle in one hand and
a rosary in the other, as the Glorious Mysteries were prayed. He
noted that the pilgrims had come in response to Our Lady’s request,
conveyed to the priests of Lourdes through Bernadette, that people
should come there in procession. It is worth pausing on this: Mary
addressed her request to priests. She still asks us to lead our people
to her Son. Contemplating her Immaculate Conception, the Holy
Father described her as glorious and powerful, yet humble and very
close to us: “She is the mother of Jesus, and she is our mother.” A
priest who loves Mary and prays her Rosary faithfully will rarely
lose his way.

Conversion begins with the shepherds. In his homily, the Pope
said that the message Mary entrusted to Bernadette is a call to
conversion, both tender and urgent. “It is today, not tomorrow, that
we must repent,” he said. He recalled Our Lady’s words that she did
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not promise Bernadette happiness in this world but in the next, and
he warned that a culture absorbed in comfort and progress easily
forgets eternal life. The only obstacle to God’s love, he said, is sin.

He then turned this call to the Church herself, saying she must
have the courage to begin with her own conversion and to place
herself humbly under the Lord’s purifying gaze, so that her wounds,
infidelities and failures may be healed. In France he also met
privately with victims of abuse by clergy. Dear Fathers, this word is
addressed first of all to us. Our people have a right to holy priests.
Let us honestly examine our prayer, our use of time and money, our
relationships, and our availability to the people, and let us not delay
what the Lord asks of us.

The sick at the centre of our ministry. At Lourdes, the Pope met
some 5,000 sick people and carers. He told them that suffering
offered in love shares in Christ’s redemptive work and that their
place in the Church is irreplaceable. Against current trends that treat
the sick and the elderly as a burden, he said that at the Grotto no one
is turned away because of frailty, and he praised the French bishops
for opposing the legalisation of assisted dying. Our own people are
not untouched by these attitudes. The sick, the elderly and the dying
must remain the first concern of every parish priest: regular visits,
Holy Communion for the housebound, and the Anointing of the Sick
administered in good time, not at the last moment.

The light of hope. As the pilgrims lifted their candles, the Holy
Father said that the light guiding them is the light of hope, which
never abandons us, even when life is full of trials. He recalled how
Pope Pius XII marvelled that nowhere on earth was there such a
procession of suffering, yet such radiance of peace and joy. People
come to us carrying burdens. Our task is to give them that light.

The Rosary for peace. At the Angelus after Holy Mass, the Pope
made an appeal he said was particularly close to his heart. Since
Our Lady appeared to Bernadette with a rosary and guided her in
prayer, he invited all the faithful and Christian communities to pray
the Rosary throughout October “that wars may cease and that peace
may be established among peoples in conflict.” He asked that this
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prayer be accompanied by concrete acts of penance and mercy and
by a commitment to dialogue and reconciliation. A worldwide week

of prayer, begun with children at the Lourdes Grotto in the Vatican
Gardens on 1 October, culminates on 7 October, the feast of Our
Lady of the Rosary.

Our Marian Devotions

Dear Fathers, I ask you to make the Holy Father’s appeal known in
your parishes and institutions, and to lead your people in answering
it. In particular:

1. Your own Rosary first. Before we ask our people to pray, let us
pray. I request each priest to pray the full Rosary daily this month,
for peace in the world and for the sanctification of the clergy of our
Eparchy. Where possible, pray it with your assistant priests or the
religious community near you.

2. The Rosary in the parish. Arrange the Rosary before the Holy
Qurbana each day in October. Encourage every family unit to pray
it together at least once a week and visit some of these gatherings
yourself.

3. Promote the Family Rosary. In your Sunday homilies, explain
the Pope’s appeal and urge families to return to the evening Rosary.
Encourage parents and grandparents to teach children the mysteries.

4. Children for Peace. Through the catechism teachers and school
managers, let children offer a Rosary for peace during the week of 1
to 7 October, in union with the children who prayed with the Holy
Father in Rome.

5. Penance and mercy. Make the Sacrament of Reconciliation more
available this month, with extra hours of confession, especially before
the feast of 7 October. Propose simple acts of penance and works of
mercy and help heal quarrels in families and among neighbours.

6. A day for the Sick. Set aside one day in October to pray the
Rosary with the sick of your parish, take Holy Communion to the
housebound, and administer the Anointing of the Sick where needed.
Annual Retreat
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Our annual priests’ retreat will be held from 4 to 9 October 2026,
and [ will join you as I am returning from America. I thank all of you
who used our thirty days of spiritual preparation well, as well as the
religious and contemplative sisters and the sick who prayed for us.
Providentially, the retreat falls during the week the Holy Father has
set apart for the Rosary for peace, including the feast of Our Lady
of the Rosary. As Pope Leo reminded us at Lourdes, conversion
must begin with the Church herself. Let us place ourselves under the
Lord’s purifying gaze and seek renewal in our first love for Christ
and His people. Every priest is expected to attend, and anyone
unable to attend for a serious reason should inform me in advance.
Please give the phone number of Vicar General for emergency such
as funerals and sick calls in your parish so that no one is left without
pastoral care, and let us keep the silence of the retreat faithfully.

Eparchial Rosary Procession

This October our Eparchy will hold its 25th Eparchy-level Rosary
procession, led by the Legion of Mary (Marian Senai). In this silver
jubilee year, we thank God for the Legion’s faithful apostolate and
thank the priests who have served as their Spiritual Directors. As the
Holy Father led a procession of light with Mary at Lourdes, let our
procession be our own answer to the same invitation. I ask every
parish priest to announce it in advance and encourage families,
youth, children, religious, and associations to take part. Please
support the Legion with transport and banners, and accompany your
people yourself as far as possible, as we pray for peace in the world,
for our families, our youth and the holiness of our priests.

Dear brother priests, the Holy Father went to Lourdes as a pilgrim
among pilgrims, and he reminded the Church that Mary always leads
us to her Son. Let us take the rosary into our own hands each day,
so that we may lead our people with credibility. May this month,
and our retreat, renew us in holiness, in joy and in closeness to the
people entrusted to us.

October is also the Mission Month, and this year, as you are aware,
our Syro-Malabar Church joins the universal Church in celebrating
the 100th World Mission Day on Sunday, 18 October 2026, a century
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after Pope Pius X1 established itin 1926. In fact, we observe the entire
month of October as the Mission Month. For his message, Pope Leo
XIV has chosen the theme “One in Christ, united in mission.” He
reminds us that the more closely we are united to Christ, the better
we can carry out together the mission He entrusts to us, and that
“no baptised person is exempt from or indifferent to mission.” For
our Church, born of the apostolic faith of St Thomas and sending
missionaries across India and the world, this call to unity and
mission is especially close to our hearts. Two days before Mission
Sunday, we keep the feast of Bl. Kunjachan, a humble missionary of
the poor and a model for every priest. Let us encourage our people to
pray for our missionaries, priests, and religious working in mission
territories, and to contribute generously to the Mission.

May our Blessed Mother intercede for each one of us!

Yours in Christ

ﬁr(;gl::i&:ﬂ_:b
T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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DATE

DAY

A DA @ UOBER U

EVENTS

Thu

VC : Vocation camp

Fri

SVP : Cleaning camp

Sat

SMYM : Leadership training
ASc : Staff Orientation Programme
VC : Vocation camp (Padanthalumoodu)

Sun

VC : Vocation Promotor visit — Kaliyal Forane
CML: Celebrate the feast of St. Therese of Child
Jesus in units

STI : Class

SVP : CC Meeting

Mon

FA : Doctor’s Visit
Pass : Teacher’s Day Celebration

Thu

KKSSS :Organ Donation camp & Awareness
Programme

Fri

FA : Marriage Preparation Course
CAT : Forane Directors’ Meeting, Sangamam

10

Sat

FA : Marriage Preparation Course

MJ : Forane Leaders Meet

TM : Mission Meet

CAT : Forane Secretaries’ Online Meeting

11

Sun

KKSSS: International Girl Child Day Celebration
URM : Parish Visit

CAT : Bible Fest writing competition Forane
Level

SMYM : Forane election

SVP : AC Meeting

13

Tue

CAT : Forane Directors Meet

16

Fri

KKSSS : SHG —World Food Day Celebration

17

Sat

KKSSS : Educare Class
SMYM : Youth Retreat

& @ D 1l 5 611
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KII : Forane level monthly activity
SMYM : Youth Retreat & Patron’s Day Celebration
CML : Mission Collection Day in units

18 Sun |STI : Class
CAT : First Semester Viva Examination Std. X,
XI & XII
SVP : Conference Presidents Meet
KKSSS : World Palliative Care Day Celebration
19 | Mon HC : World Food day Celebration
SMYM : Youth Retreat
FA : Doctor’s Visit
SINALI : One day Retreat
KII : Seminar for Animators and Organizers
24 Sat AIDACT : Special School Teachers Seminar
TCSL : Sports Day
PC : Official Inauguration of Arulthoothu News
Channel and Entertainment Channel
MS : Rosary Procession
URM : Kaliyal Forane Animators & Organizers
25 Sun | meeting
SMYM : Patron’s Day Celebration Parish level
SVP : AC Annual Day
26 | Mon |ET: Mission Meet
31 Sat | CAT : HM Meet

Fr. Antony Jose, Co-ordinator

& O Ul 6
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DATE | DAY TIME EVENTS
4-9 Sangamam: Annual Retreat
9 Fri Bishop’s House
10 Sat Mezhacode : Jubilee Qurbana at FCC
Convent
1 Sun | 02.00 pm Vanc}nnagar : CMC Convent chapel
blessing
Cumbum : Chindalacherry, Blessing
12 Mon 11.00 am | of Ahasaparavakal Home
2.00 pm | Meeting with Priests of the Extended
territory >> Madurai
13 Tue Visiting: Virudunagar, Kayathar,
Thirunelveli and Nangunerry
14 Wed Bishop’s House : Curia Meeting
15 Thu Bishop’s House
16 Fri Bishop’s House
17 Sat Bishop’s House
18 Sun Bishop’s House
Oct 19 - Nov 8 Visit to UK and Ireland

& @ D 1l 5 611
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Fr. Sunil Antony,
Secretary to Bishop
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Life Orientation Programme
at Padanthalumoodu and Kaliyal Foranes
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