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Ref. No. Priests/GR/171/2025 30 June 2025

Dear Readers,

Greetings and prayerful wishes from Bishop’s House, Thuckalay!

I write this circular to you today as a fellow priest and co-worker
in the vineyard of the Lord, with a heart filled with hope and
determination regarding a sacred mission that has been close to my
heart since I was appointed the Bishop of our beloved Eparchy of
Thuckalay in 2012.

Our Historical Journey

As you are well aware, the Eparchy of Thuckalay was canonically
established on 11 November 1996 as a testament to the growing faith
community of the Syro-Malabar Church in the Kanyakumari district
of Tamil Nadu. For nearly three decades, we have flourished as an
Eparchial family, witnessing countless baptisms, confirmations,
ordinations, and marriages. Our parishes have grown, our faithful
have multiplied, and our spiritual life has deepened.

Yet, in all these years of grace and growth, we have remained
without the most visible symbol of our episcopal identity and
unity—our cathedral church. A cathedral is not merely a building;
it is the Ecclesia Mater (Mother Church) of our Eparchy, the seat of
the Bishop, and the spiritual heart from which episcopal authority
and pastoral care flow to all corners of our territory.

The Sacred Significance of a Cathedral

The word “cathedral” derives from the Latin cathedra, meaning the
Bishop’s chair or throne. It represents:

* The Centre of Unity: The cathedral serves as the focal point
where all parishes and faithful find their common identity and



purpose under the Bishop's pastoral leadership.

* The House of Prayer: It stands as the principal place of
worship for the entire Eparchy, where the most solemn liturgical
celebrations take place, especially during the great feasts of our
Syro-Malabar tradition.

* The Symbol of Permanence: A cathedral declares to the world
the enduring presence of the Church in our region, serving future
generations as a beacon of faith, hope, and charity.

* The Centre of Episcopal Ministry: From the cathedral, the
Bishop exercises his threefold ministry of teaching, sanctifying,
and governing, making it the nerve centre of diocesan
administration and pastoral outreach.

Our Present Need and Opportunity

After careful prayer, consultation with our Presbyterium, and
extensive dialogue with our core planning groups the time has
come to transform our long-cherished dream into reality and these
days the sub-committees are being formed. The construction of
our cathedral church is not merely an architectural project—it is
a spiritual pilgrimage that will unite our entire diocesan family in
common purpose and sacrifice. and sub-committees

Our current circumstances present us with unprecedented
opportunities:

* A mature and committed faithful community ready to accept and
contribute

» Experienced priests and lay leaders are prepared to guide this
mission

* Technical expertise available within our Eparchy

* A growing recognition of our need for a proper episcopal centre

A Call to Unity and Action

This sacred undertaking requires the wholehearted participation of
every priest in our Eparchy. As we have already discussed this matter



in our Presbyterium and established our organisational structure
through various specialised committees, each with distinct roles and
responsibilities, I now call upon each of you to embrace this mission
with renewed vigour and dedication.

* Your Pastoral Leadership: You are called to be the spiritual
animators and primary advocates of this project in your parishes.
Through your preaching, teaching, and personal witness,

inspire the faithful to see this cathedral not as a burden, but as a
privilege—an opportunity to participate in building God’s house.
Your enthusiasm and commitment will determine the success of
this endeavour in your pastoral care.

* Your Role in the Committees: Many of you will serve as
coordinators and key members in the various committees we have
established. Whether in spiritual animation, parish coordination,
or forane leadership, your priestly ministry is essential to ensuring
that this project remains deeply rooted in prayer and pastoral care.

* Your Unity with the Bishop: This cathedral project is an
expression of our priestly unity around the episcopal chair.
As my co-workers in the apostolic ministry, your support and
collaboration make this dream achievable. Together, we will
demonstrate to our faithful the power of priestly brotherhood
working toward a common sacred goal.

The Path Forward

Our comprehensive committee structure ensures that every aspect
of this monumental undertaking will receive proper attention from
spiritual animation to technical supervision, from fundraising
to media communications, from donor relations to construction
site support—every detail has been carefully planned to ensure
transparency, efficiency, and spiritual authenticity in our approach.

We commit ourselves to regular updates, transparent financial
reporting, and inclusive decision-making throughout this journey.
This cathedral belongs to all of us, and we will all contribute to its
completion.



A Sacred Investment in Future Generations

When we build our cathedral, we make not just for ourselves, but
for our children and grandchildren. We create a spiritual heritage
that will serve the Syro-Malabar faithful of Tamil Nadu for centuries
to come. Every brick laid is a prayer for the future, every sacrifice
made is an investment in the eternal.

Imagine the joy of celebrating our first Christmas midnight Mass in
our own cathedral. Picture the solemnity of ordinations, the beauty
of confirmations, and the grace of special liturgical celebrations in
a space designed specifically for our ancient and beautiful Syro-
Malabar liturgical traditions.

Our Commitment and Invitation

As your Bishop and fellow priest, I pledge my total commitment
to this sacred mission. I will lead by example in personal sacrifice
and dedication. But this cathedral must be built through our
collective priestly witness and shared pastoral commitment. This is
our pilgrimage as a presbyterium, our shared spiritual journey, our
common witness to the faithful we serve.

I invite each of you to prayerfully consider how God is calling you
to participate in this historic endeavour. Your leadership in your
parishes, your participation in the committees, your personal prayers
and sacrifices—every priestly contribution matters, every pastoral
effort counts, every Mass offered for this intention is heard.

Let us begin this journey together with the same priestly zeal that
inspired the great cathedral builders of our tradition. Let us work
with the dedication of those who labour for the glory of God and the
salvation of souls, knowing that our priestly ministry finds its fullest
expression when centred around the Bishop’s chair in our cathedral.

A prayer for our mission that we can pray every day in our churches.
Almighty God, You who inspired King David to prepare for the
building of Your temple and blessed King Solomon with wisdom
to complete it, look with favour upon our desire to build a cathedral
church for Your glory. Grant us the resources we need, the unity of



purpose we seek, and the perseverance to complete what we begin.
Through the intercession of our Blessed Mother and Saint Thomas
the Apostle, may this cathedral rise as a monument to Your love and
a beacon of hope for all generations. Amen.

May God bless our endeavour, and may Our Blessed Mother and St
Thomas, intercede for us in this sacred mission!

CONCLUSION

On 3 July, we celebrate Dukhrana, the feast of St Thomas. The
doubt of St Thomas after the resurrection of Jesus became a
moment of solid belief: “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). His
encounter with Jesus teaches us how the right response to doubt,
curiosity and searching can lead to deep belief. For us, Syro-
Malabar Christians, Dukhrana represents not merely a liturgical
celebration but a reaffirmation of our apostolic origins and unique
identity within the global Christian community. The feast serves as a
powerful reminder of our unbroken connection to the apostolic age,
distinguishing us from later missionary activities and reinforcing our
claim to an indigenous Christian tradition that predates European
colonisation by over a millennium. The liturgies, processions, and
cultural celebrations that we re-enact that day blend ancient Syriac
traditions with local customs, creating a distinctive expression of
faith that honours both our apostolic roots and our Indian cultural
heritage. May we increase our faith in Jesus as we carry out the
various ministries in which we are engaged. Let us lead our brothers
and sisters entrusted to our care to have a deeper encounter with the
Lord!

With my prayers and blessings,

Yours in Christ Jesus,

‘([,‘fii‘;‘i‘w—“{'-—:—

1 George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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DECREE

Rev. Fr. John (Jogesh) Polachirayil was ordained a priest for the
Diocese of Buxar on 16 January 2014. On 28 October 2024 through
a formal request, Fr. Jogesh expressed his desire to be incardinated
in the Syro Malabar Catholic Eparchy of Thuckalay.

Since 05 July 2022, Fr. Jogesh has been rendering pastoral service in
this Eparchy with the due permission of Most Rev. William D’Souza,
SJ, the then Apostolic Administrator of Buxar. On 11 June 2025
Most Rev. James Shekhar, the Bishop of Buxar issued a Decree of
No Objection for his ascription (Incardination) into the Eparchy of
Thuckalay.

In accordance with can. 359, CCEO and in pursuance of the
expressed desire of Fr. Jogesh for the ascription (incardination),
having duly verified and examined all the concerned documents, I
hereby incardinate Fr. John (Jogesh) Polachirayil perpetually and
absolutely into the Eparchy of Thuckalay.

Given at the Eparchial Curia, Thuckalay on 03 July 2025, Feast of
Dukhrana of St. Thomas Apostle.

T George Rajendran SDB
Bishop of Thuckalay
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MONTHLY AGENDA -JULY 2025

EVENTS

1

Tue

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

3

Thu

Dukhrana of St. Thomas, the Apostle

Fri

VC: Adoration for Vocation (Thuckalay-
Pilankalai Forane)
SINAI: Retreat at Vattakottai

Sat

TCSL: Inauguration

Sun

CAT: Sunday School Anniversary at
Kalluvilai

KKSSS: Gatekeeping Programme for Parish
Council and Pious Association leaders at
Kulasekharam

LC: Central Council Meeting at Kalluvilai
MJ: Animators Meet, Director's visit to
Pallikonam Parish

SVP: CC Meeting

Tue

SINAI: Intercessory Prayer

11

Fri

FA: Marriage Preparation Course

12

Sat

SINALI: Evening Retreat at Malaicode
SMYM: Forane Directors' Meeting
FA: Marriage Preparation Course
MS: Manjalumoodu Curia Training

13

Sun

CAT: Basic training Programme for
Catechists:Class II at Padanthalumoodu
(Batch: VIII)

LC: Forane Leaders Meeting

FA: Marriage Preparation Course

MJ: Bible sentence writing competition
SVP: AC Meeting

S0P WG
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14

Mon

Garment units directors meeting (@ Bishop’s
House

EIRD: Kanyakumari United Christian
Council Meeting

15

Tue

Junior Priests ongoing formation @
Sangamam

CML: National Executive Committee
Meeting

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

16

Wed

Junior priests meeting & Priest’s Conference
@ Sangamam
KKSSS: ICDS Meeting at Kulasekharam

18

Fri

Meeting of Forane Vicars @ Bishop’s House
SINAI: Evening Retreat at Palappallam

19

Sat

TCSL: Seminar for Students
MJ: One hour class

20

Sun

CAT: Basic training Programme for
Catechists: Class I1I at Padanthalumoodu
(Batch: VIII)

SMYM: Central Team Meeting

URM: Padanthalumoodu-Nithiravilai Foranes
Animators' Meeting
MJ: Director's visit to Kulasekharam Parish

21

Mon

EIRD: Tamil Nadu United Christian Council
& Inter Religious Meeting

22

Thu

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

25

Fri

Presbyteral council @ Sangamam
HC: Cancer Awareness Medical Camp at
Palugal

26

Sat

MIG: St. Alphonsa Navanaal Online

« W w g vu
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27

Sun

CAT: Basic training Programme for
Catechists: Class IV at Padanthalumoodu
(Batch:VIII) LC: Central Council Meeting at
Kalluvilai SMYM: Forane Executive Meeting
MJ: Kaisalavilai Unit Visit SVP: CC Meeting
URM: Retreat for Soosaipuram-Thuckalay
Pilankalai Forane Leaders at Kalluviali

28

Mon

SINALI: Intercessory Prayer

29

Department Directors meeting (@ Bishop’s
House

30

Wed

Department Directors meeting (@ Bishop’s
House

KKSSS: World Environment Day Celebration
at Marappady

FR.THOMAS POWATHUPARAMPIL, PROTOSYNCELLUS

BIRTHDAY OF REV. FATHERS - JULY - 2025

FR. JITHIN THOMAS MCBS 06
FR. JABANESH 07
FR. LIJU MARATTUKALAM 09
FR. SANJO THENEPLACKAL 18
FR. MICHAEL AROKIASWAMY SDB 26
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS - JULY 2025

DATE

DAY

TIME

EVENTS

Tue

01.30 pm
05.30 pm

Nagercoil : UCC Meeting
Muzhucode : Feast Day Holy
Qurbana

Wed

10.00 am

Mission visit >>Villiupuram

07.00 am
04.00 pm

Vilipuram: CHAT Annual GB
Meeting Chennai: St Thomas
Mount Basilica Blessing >>
Vilipuram

Fri

09.00 am

Villipuram: CHAT Annual GB
meeting

Sat

03.00 pm

Chengalpett : Health Commission
Meeting >> Poondi

Sun

Poondi: TNBC-TPC annual
meeting

Mon

07.00 am

Poondi: TNBC Bishop’s meeting
>> Thuckalay

Tue

10.00 am

Bishop’s House

Wed

10.00 am
03.00 pm

Bishop’s House : JMJ Trust
meeting

Padanthalumoodu: Cathedral sub-
committee meeting

10

Thu

09.30 am
05.30 pm

Bishop’s House: Curia meeting
Mukkottukal : Minor Seminary
Academic Year Inauguration

11-13

Fri - Sun

Jalandhar : Episcopal Ordination

14

Mon

03.00 pm

Bishop’s House: Garment units
directors meeting

SO G
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15

Tue

09.30 am

Sangamam : Junior Priests ongoing
formation

16

Wed

10.00 am
02.00 pm

Sangamam : Cathedral Core
committee meeting

Sangamam : Junior priests meeting
& Priest’s Conference

17

09.30 am

Bishop’s House

18

Fri

10.00 am
06.30 pm

Bishop’s House: Meeting of
Forane Vicars

Mankarai : Feast Day Raza
Qurbana

19

Sat

02.00 pm
04.00 pm

Soosaipuram : Gandhian Awards
Kalluvilai : AIDACT Meeting

20

Sun

07.30 am
11.00 am
02.00 pm
03.30 pm

Nagercoil : Baptism Holy Qurana
Manjalummoodu : Vincent De Paul
anniversary

Padanthalumoodu: CML General
Body Meeting

Padanthalumoodu: Diocese
Engineers Meet

21

Mon

10.00 am

Benefactors Visit

22

Tue

10.00 am

Bishop’s House: Prayer day

23

Wed

05.00 pm

Soosaipuram: Visit of Mar Jose
Thekkumcherikunnel

24

Thu

06.00 pm

Bishop’s House: Reception to SDS
General

25

Fri

10.00 am

Sangamam : Presbyteral council
>> Palai

26

Sat

08.30 am

Palai : Eparchial Jubilee
Conclusion

27

Sun

10.00 am

Kottayam: Marriage Jubilee
Qurbana >> Thuckalay

& O 6
07/06/2025



50

28 Mon | 10.00 am | Nagercoil : Alphonsa School feast

Bishop’s House : Department

29 Tue | 02.00 pm Directors meeting

Bishop’s House : Department

30 Wed 1 02.00 pm Directors meeting

31 Thu | 10.00 am | Bishop’s House : Curia meeting

FR. LIJU MATHEW, BISHOP'S SECRETARY

FEASTDAYS OF REV. FATHERS - JULY 2025

FR. THOMAS POWATHUPARAMPIL 03
FR. THOMAS SATHIANESAN 03
FR. ABY POOVATHUMMOOTTIL 03
FR. AJEESH ATTIYIL 03
FR. JIJI KOIPPURAM 03
FR. JOHNSON THOMAS MCBS 03
FR. ROBINS KUZHIKODIL 03
FR. TINU KOTTACKAPARAMPIL CMI 03
FR. THOMAS JABANESH 03
FR. THOMAS KANJIRAKKATTU 03
FR. THOMAS SAURIAMKUZHY 03
FR. JOICE CHELACHUVATTIL MCBS 15
FR. JOMY KAMUKUMMATTATHIL 15
FR. KURIAN MATHEW KOIPURAM 15
FR. RAJESH VAYALUMKAL MCBS 15
FR. SANJO THENEPLACKAL 15
FR.JACOB AIYAMMATHRA 25
FR. SHAN AYALLOOR 25
FR. TOJI PARAMBILPARAMBIL 25
FR. VINOD KANAKALIL 25
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Diocesan Level Youth Camp at Camp at Scmgamom



13-06

Blessing of the Palliative Care Section of Snehavilla at
Moolamattom by Major Archbishop Mar Raphel Thattil

Inter Diocesan Meeting at Kanyakumari
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